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N  the  compilation  of  this  book,  the  aim  has  been  to 
present  floor  plans  and  photographs  of  character- 
istic urban  high  schools.  An  effort  has  been  made 
to  select  buildings  which  show  a  careful  adapta- 
'^^  tion  of  the  plan  to  the  educational  work  carried  on 
in  them,  and  which,  at  the  same  time,  follow  the  best  standards  of 
orientation,  lighting,  etc.  Preference  has  also  been  given  to  build- 
ings which  are  distinguished  by  simple  and  appropriate  rather 
than  highly  ornate  architectural  treatment. 

In  responding  to  the  growing  demands  of  our  civic  and  social 
life,  the  American  high  school  has  become  a  highly  organized  in- 
stitution, with  numerous  and  widely  varying  courses  of  instruc- 
tion. For  its  successful  administration  the  high  school  requires  a 
carefully  adapted  building.  The  planning  of  such  a  building  is 
a  task  of  no  small  size  and  demands  the  intensive  study  and  co- 
operation of  expert  school  authorities  and  experienced  architects. 

The  plans  presented  in  the  following  pages  have  been  col- 
lected in  the  hope  that  they  may  be  helpful  and  suggestive  in  a 
broad  way  to  the  study  of  high-school  architecture.  They  include 
the  w^ork  of  practically  all  of  the  leading  official  school  architects 
and  of  many  who  are  specializing  in  this  kind  of  buildings. 

To  each  of  those  represented,  the  compiler  acknowledges  his 
grateful  appreciation. 
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